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The Macomb Community Action Advisory Board Executive Committee met on Tuesday, November 10, 2015,  
in the MCCSA Conference and Training Center on Dunham Road, 21885 Dunham Rd., Clinton Township, MI. 

MEMBERS PRESENT: 

Denise Amenta, Chair 
John Bierbusse 
Monica Bihar-Natzke 
Michael Bruci 
Elise Johnson 
Tom Kalkofen 
 

 
MEMBERS EXCUSED: 

Jack Johns 
 

STAFF PRESENT: 
 
Katherine Benford 
Joe Cooke 
Gary Cutler 
Karen Frasard 
Kathleen Nicosia 
Rhonda Powell 
 

OTHERS PRESENT: 
 

 
1. Call to Order 
 
The meeting was called to order by Chair Denise Amenta at 11:45 a.m. 
 
2. Determination of a Quorum 
 
It was determined that a quorum was established with six members present. 
 
3. Recommendation to approve the Agenda 
 
The agenda was modified to include as items 13 A, B, and C, Recommendation to receive and file the 
nominations; recommendation to receive and file the Tripartite Board Review letter; recommendation to form an 
Ad-Hoc committee to review the Head Start Screener. 
 
Michael Bruci made a motion, supported by Monica Bihar Natzke, to approve the Agenda with the three additions. 
Motion carried.   
 
4. Public Comment 
 
Chair Amenta stated that this committee operates under the Open Meetings Act and asked if anyone was present 
who wished to address the Committee.  There being no one present requesting this privilege, Chair Amenta 
proceeded with the meeting. 
 
5. Recommendation to approve the September 8, 2015 minutes 
 
Michael Bruci made a motion, supported by Tom Kalkofen, to approve the September 8, 2015 minutes. 
 
6. Recommendation to receive and file the Risk Assessment Report from the Department of Health and Human 

Services for the Agency. 
 
Joe Cooke presented information on the report, stating that we are in good standing. 
 
Discussion ensued. 
 



Tom Kalkofen made a motion, supported by Michael Bruci, to receive and file the Risk Assessment Report from 
the Department of Health and Human Services for the Agency. Motion carried. 
 
7.   Recommendation to receive and file the Overview of Findings on Environmental Health and Safety for the 
Head Start and Early Head Start programs. 
 
Joe Cooke presented information on the Overview of Findings, stating: 

• Monitors were on-site in April 
• There were no areas of non-compliance found 

 
Discussion ensued. 
 
John Bierbusse made a motion, supported by Elise Johnson, to receive and file the Overview of Findings on 
Environmental Health and Safety for the Head Start and Early Head Start programs. Motion carried. 
 
8.   Recommendation to receive and file the Monitoring report from the Community Action Partnership on the 

Supportive Services for Veteran Families program 
 
Joe Cooke presented information on the monitoring report, stating: 

• Monitors were from the Community Action Partnership 
• We are one of three sub-grantees 
• Some minor areas to work on were recommended 

 
Michael Bruci made a motion, supported by Tom Kalkofen, to receive and file the Monitoring report from the 
Community Action Partnership on the Supportive Services for Veteran Families program. Motion carried. 
 
9.  Recommendation to receive and file the Monitoring report from the Department of Veteran Affairs on the 

Supportive Services for Veteran Families program 
 
Joe Cooke presented information on the Monitoring report, stating: 

• There were no findings but there were some recommendations 
o They would like to see more outreach efforts 

• All areas passed 
 
Discussion ensued. 
 
John Bierbusse made a motion, supported by Elise Johnson, to receive and file the Monitoring report from the 
Department of Veteran Affairs on the Supportive Services for Veteran Families program. Motion carried. 
 
10.  Recommendation to receive and file the Plante and Moran audit results from the Administration for Children 

and Families on Head Start for the period January 1, 2012 through December 31, 2012 
 
Gary Cutler presented information on the audit results, stating: 

• All County departments are included in the Single Audit 
• The Administration for Children received a finding and contacted us 

o The findings were County concerns pertaining to a drain and had nothing to do with Head Start 
o This was not cleared up until August of 2015 

 
Discussion ensued. 
 
Michael Bruci made a motion, supported by John Bierbusse, to receive and file the Plante and Moran audit results 
from the Administration for Children and Families on Head Start for the period January 1, 2012 through December 
31, 2012. Motion carried 
 
11.  Recommendation to receive and file the Monitoring report from the Plante and Moran audit results from the 

Administration for Children and Families on Head Start for the period January 1, 2013 through December 31, 
2013 

 
Gary Cutler presented information on the audit results stating the only difference is the date of the monitoring 
period; the file was closed. 
 



Elise Johnson made a motion, supported by Michael Bruci, to receive and file the Plante and Moran audit results 
from the Administration for Children and Families on Head Start for the period January 1, 2013 through December 
31, 2013. Motion carried. 
 
12.  Recommendation to receive funds from Great Start Macomb  
 
Joe Cooke presented information on the Great Start funds, stating: 

• Period of performance: October 1, 2015 through September 30, 2016 
• Funding amount: $19,776 

 
Tom Kalkofen made a motion, supported by Michael Bruci, to receive funds from Great Start Macomb. Motion 
carried. 
 
13.  Recommendation to receive funds from the U.S. Department of Education for the TEFAP program  
 
Joe Cooke presented information on the TEFAP funds, stating: 

• Period of performance: October 1, 2015 through September 30, 2016 
• Funding amount: $242,000 

o Funds are used to administer activities in the warehouse, not to purchase food 
 
Tom Kalkofen made a motion, supported by Michael Bruci, to receive funds from the U.S. Department of 
Education for the TEFAP program. Motion carried. 
 
13A: Recommendation to receive and file the recognition nominations 
 
Katherine Benford presented the nominations and stated that a committee met and identified the selections with 
an extra category being included this year. 
 
John Bierbusse made a motion, supported by Elise Johnson, to receive and file the recognition nominations. 
Motion carried. 
 
13B: Recommendation to receive and file the Tripartite Board Review letter from the Department of Health and 
Human Services 
 
Joe Cooke presented information on the letter. 
 
Discussion ensued pertaining to Board vacancies. 
 
“The Board concurs with Administration to review strategies to recruit and retain community members and 
increase public participation.” 
 
Michael Bruci made a motion, supported by Monica Bihar-Natzke, to receive and file the Tripartite Board Review 
letter from the Department of Health and Human Services. Motion carried. 
 
13C: Recommendation to form an Ad-Hoc committee to review and complete the Head Start Screener to satisfy 
the EHS-CCP grant requirements 
 
Kathleen Nicosia presented information on the screener, stating: 

• The screener serves as a checklist to ensure all required items are in place for EHS-CCP 
 
The following members volunteered to serve on the Ad-Hoc committee: Denise Amenta, Michael Bruci, and Elise 
Johnson. 
 
Monica Bihar-Natzke made a motion, supported by Michael Bruci, to form an Ad-Hoc committee to review and 
complete the Head Start Screener to satisfy the EHS-CCP grant requirements. Motion carried. 
 
14.  Emerging Issues  
 
Michael Bruci updated the members on his recent trip to Chicago for the Head Start conference. 
 
Rhonda Powell updated the members on the following: 

• The Agency name will be Macomb Community Action 



o A recommendation was submitted to the OCE to change the name 
o We will be rebranding 

• Rhonda received an email from Mary George announcing her retirement effective December 31, 2015 
 
Discussion ensued. 
 
John Bierbusse made a recommendation, supported by Tom Kalkofen, to name the new Chairperson’s Award the 
“Mary George Award.” Motion carried. 
 
Monica Bihar-Natzke informed the members that she is working with a college group that want to provide holiday 
help. 
 
Denise Amenta stated that St. Mark is holding its annual Souper Chili cookoff on Friday, November 13, 2015. 
 
15.  Schedule next meeting: Full Board, Tuesday, December 1, 2015 
     Macomb’s University Center, Clinton Township 
 
16.  Adjournment  
 
John Bierubsse made a motion, supported by Elise Johnson, to adjourn the meeting. Motion carried. The meeting 
adjourned at 12:36 p.m. Motion carried. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
 
 
Karen Frasard 
Recording Secretary 
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